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Marissa Marek, Puppets Speaking His Truth

Girl Scout Troop 6691. Marissa made religious education more engaging for 
young children in Catholic Sunday School. She introduced play-based learning 
through puppet shows. With her team, Marissa wrote 16 puppet show scripts 
covering key faith topics, built a puppet stage, and created laminated script 
booklets. To expand the impact, she recorded the puppet shows and made 
them accessible online, allowing students to revisit the lessons at home. Her 
work ensured a more interactive and enjoyable religious learning experience for 
children. Marissa will graduate from Bishop Lynch High School in 2026. 

Madeline Massiatte, Brighter Smiles for a Brighter Future

Girl Scout Troop 5561. Madeline addressed the lack of oral hygiene  
resources and awareness at the Hogar Suyapa orphanage in El Progreso, 
Honduras.  During her 3-week stay, with the help of a dental hygienist, she 
taught the children proper brushing techniques and created personalized 
pouches for each child to store their own toothbrushes. She also made 
bilingual posters with brushing instructions, placed in each bathroom.  
These efforts helped the children take ownership of their oral hygiene and 
improve their brushing habits. She also arranged for the dental hygienist to 
check in with the children monthly instead of annually. Madeline will  
graduate from John Paul II Catholic School in 2025.

Maram Malik, Theatrics with Refugee Community

Girl Scout Troop 3326. Maram’s project addressed the absence of opportunities 
for refugee children to gain leadership and self-esteem skills. After learning 
that refugee children often feel excluded from social circles because of their 
background or limited knowledge of English, Maram stepped in to provide an 
avenue to boost self-esteem and interpersonal skills. With volunteer support, 
Maram wrote, hosted auditions for, and directed a youth play. Participants 
became more self-confident and build relationships throughout the process. 
For a broader reach, Maram recorded and published the play online. She hopes 
her project inspires others to discover creativity and self-confidence. Maram 
will graduate from IANT Quranic Academy in 2026.
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