IN YOUR HONOR
Girl Scout Gold Award Ceremony

MAY 19, 2018

THE
GIRL SCOUT
GOLD AWARD

T

he Girl Scout Gold Award expresses a girl’s special
commitment to herself, her community, her world,
and the future. To be eligible to earn the Girl Scout
Gold Award, a girl must be registered as a Girl Scout
Senior or Ambassador. For the 2017–2018 school year, 140
Girl Scout Seniors or Ambassadors from the Girl Scouts of
Northeast Texas earned the Girl Scout Gold Award.
It generally takes two to three years of intensive work
for a girl to complete the prerequisites for the award,
develop a Gold Award Project plan, and complete the
project itself. This award focuses on a Girl Scout Senior
or Ambassador’s interests and personal journey through
leadership skills, career exploration, reflection, and
advocacy. It is something that a girl can be passionate
about—in thought, deed, and action. The project fulfills a
need within a girl’s community (whether local or global),
creates change, and has the potential to be sustainable.
The project is more than a good service project—it
encompasses organizational, leadership, and networking
skills. The Girl Scout Gold Award provides the opportunity
for girls to create “take action” projects that further the
Girl Scout brand in our communities, helping girls to make
the world a better place.
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2017-2018 RECIPIENTS
Shreya Agarwala
Jia Anderson
Emily Arguello
Lauren Arnott
Amina Aziz
Haley Barr
Marina Barraco
Shreya Battu
Kaleigh Beacham
Sylvia Bloom
Alexandra Blunt
Brynna Boyd
Kailyn Bradley
Emma Bronnenberg
Andie Burrow
Reagan Byers
Angela Carey
Caitlin Casner
Olivia Castro
Bailey J. Charles
Ameya D. Chavda
Brianna Corrie
Stacy Corry
Susie Cortesano
Allison Daniels
Christina Davenport
Elise Davis
Danica De La Rosa
Komal Dharani
Margaret Ann DiFrancesco
Paige Dorgan
Sara Dorward
Brooke Ehrisman
Hannah Erickson
Zara Evans

Brianna Fahrenthold
Olivia Feagins
Sonja Feaster
Caroline Finlay
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Sydney Kort
Grace Laber
Divya Lal
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Sydney Love
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Annalis Mach
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Megan McAdams
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Riley McMinimy
Sydney Meler
Ariana Mendez
Lyric Menges
Megan Metry
Madison Milton
Taylor Neel
Kaitlyn Ng
Emily Nguyen
Grace Olson
Ana Parigi
Jennifer Park
Neelam Patel
Elizabeth Paulos
Lindsey Perry
Kinsey Pickering
Aayushi Pramanik
Elizabeth Puentes
Jessica Quinn
Jillian Rash
Ishita Rastogi

Caroline Ratley
Lauren Reese
Jasmine Romero
Grace Rouse
Hannah Ryan
Erin Schlossstein
Anna Schmitz
Allison Schultz
Raiya Shah
Anna Slovak
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Emma Socolich
Kaitlynn Soo
Savana Spitz
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Emily Stein
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Hannah Stephens
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Michelle Wen
Grace Wessels
Natalie Westbrook
Tristen White
Alisa Wyant
Jadra Young
Anna Zellman
Kershin Zhuang
Mallory Zinser
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GIRL SCOUT GOLD AWARD CEREMONY
PROJECT DESCRIPTIONS
Shreya Agarwala
Debate Basics
Girl Scout Troop 2055. Shreya wanted to
share her love of debate to encourage more
students to participate. She focused her project
on students entering 9th grade and created
tutorial videos that explained the various debate
formats available and their associated costs. Debate can be
quite expensive, so educating the students about debate camp,
coaching and travel will give students more options to consider
before they start 9th grade. Shreya used her videos in a debate
class and was able to also share needed skills and practice
methods to be a successful debater. The videos are on YouTube
and will be updated as needed by a student at her school.
Shreya will graduate from Greenhill School in 2018.

Jia Anderson
I Want to Go to College and for FREE!
Girl Scout Troop 156. Jia’s project focused on
education, its importance and how to find
scholarship opportunities. Jia held a seminar
which was opened to youth and parents to
stress the importance of starting the college
process early. Topics covered included GPA, class rank, starting a
resume, essays questions, recommendations, scholarships, and
ACT vs SAT testing. She and her volunteers used fun interactive
games, like trivia questions to ensure the information was
being received. She also provided test books, power packed
folders and college bags to all attendees. All of the presentation
materials will be used by Richardson ISD and New Mountain
Zion Baptist Church to replicate the event. Jia will graduate from
Richardson High School in 2018.

Emily Arguello
Cook for Change
Girl Scout Troop 1511. Emily worked with the
Samaritan Inn, the largest homeless program
in Collin County. She created a cookbook with
recipes, a meal plan, grocery list, and shopping
tips for the residents who are transitioning out
of homelessness and learning to budget. The materials she
developed will help maximize the individuals’ limited resources.
She and her volunteers made videos to teach basic cooking
skills and then held a class to demonstrate the skills to the
residents at the facility. She also created a website where she
posted her cookbook and videos, as well as gave all of the
information to the Samaritan Inn to use going forward. Emily
graduated from Ursuline Academy in 2017.
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Lauren Arnott
St. Mary of Carmel Mural
Girl Scout Troop 502. Lauren collaborated with
St. Mary of Carmel to increase the desirability
and enrollment of the school by designing and
painting a mural in the school’s library. She and
her volunteers created the mural to inspire the
students to think about the importance of higher education,
specifically going to college, as well as their faith. The mural
gives the library a warmer, friendlier environment to encourage
the students to study and learn. The mural was crafted with
permanent paint and the school’s art department will make
minor touch-ups if needed. Lauren will graduate from Ursuline
Academy of Dallas in 2019.

Amina Aziz
The Better Together Project
Girl Scout Juliette. Amina worked with the
Richardson Interfaith Alliance(RIA),an organization
that seeks to increase respect of all faiths through
advocacy, action, dialogue, cooperation, and
networking in Richardson. Amina planned and
implemented a Teen Board to help youth gain more tolerance,
understanding, and acceptance of other’s beliefs. The Teen
Board achieved their goals by speaking at different houses of
worship in Richardson to create awareness and begin a dialogue
among the various religions, particularly involving teens. They
also participated in several community service days and used
social networking to promote discussions. The Teen Board will
hold elections each year, recruit additional youth and continue
to expand the RIA’s mission. Amina will graduate from Plano East
Senior High School in 2018.

Haley Barr
Warm Hugs for the Homeless
Girl Scout Troop 973. Haley’s project addressed
the issue of homeless teens in Denton County.
Working with Journey to Dream, an organization
that provides aid to this group, Haley created
an awareness campaign combined with quilting
workshops. As she and her volunteers taught groups all of
over Denton County to quilt, she explained the importance of
supporting homeless teens in her community. She also provided
information on ways people could help, from fostering to
volunteering at facilities. Over 50 handmade quilts were made
and donated, along with additional snacks such as water and
granola bars. Haley’s education on this topic will continue as
people view the YouTube video she launched. Haley will graduate
from Marcus High School in 2018.

Marina Barraco
In My Shoes: Nursery
Girl Scout Troop 8539. Marina collaborated with
In My Shoes, an organization that provides
community living within a safe environment for
women who are pregnant and homeless or at
risk of homelessness. She and her volunteers
renovated a room at Mt. St. Michaels to be used as a safe haven
for homeless, battered and young pregnant women. The room
was sanded and freshly painted, new furniture, bedding, towels,
décor and eventoiletries were added. These improvements will
allow the residents to be in a more positive environment gaining
life, parenting and job skills. In My Shoes will maintain this facility
using Marina’s how-to book for updating as needed. Marina will
graduate from Ursuline Academy of Dallas in 2019.

Shreya Battu
Growth of Strong Family Bonding
Girl Scout Troop 1625. Shreya partnered with
ThisSideUp Family, an organization that helps
broken families go from just surviving to thriving
through parent education, marriage enrichment,
and values focused on family connections. She
created a monthly interactive event at the facility to help children
strengthen their family connections and communication skills.
Each event, run by Shreya and her volunteers, was centered on
a unique theme that involved age appropriate games for the
children to practice their social, emotional and physical health.
The organization will continue this program using the materials
Shreya has provided. Shreya will graduate from Plano East Senior
High School in 2018.

Kaleigh Beacham
Brake Trafficking
Girl Scout Troop 92. Kaleigh focused her project
on human trafficking by creating a website
with information about trafficking indicators,
methods to report or help victims, and ways
to volunteer or partner with local resources.
She and her volunteers also hosted a documentary screening
about a family who dealt with trafficking issues followed by a
question and answer session chaired by the Department of
Homeland Security and several local Dallas agencies. As part of
her screening, attendees were asked to bring $10 restaurant gift
cards that were distributed by Traffic911 and Destiny’s House to
over 100 trafficking survivors. Kaleigh’s website will continue to
educate and recruit advocates. Kaleigh will graduate from The
Hockaday School in 2018.

Sylvia Bloom
Renovation of Sierra Vista
Apartments
Girl Scout Juliette. Sylvia’s project focused
on the children who participate in the afterschool program at the Sierra Visa Apartments.
Recognizing that the room where the program
was held was not conducive to learning, Sylvia and her
volunteers began a renovation of the area. The room was
painted and decorated with fun designs and several bookshelves
were added. Donated books were catalogued, and containers
labeled and filled with toys, games and new learning materials.
With these changes, the room became a more motivating
place for learning. Both the YMCA and students from Ursuline
Academy will continue their relationship with this program
replacing materials as needed. Sylvia graduatedfrom Ursuline
Academy of Dallas in 2017.

Alexandra Blunt
Kyle’s Place Lending Library
Girl Scout Juliette. Alexandra collaborated with
Kyle’s Place, the only homeless shelter in Denton
County to house and care for unaccompanied
youth ages 14-18. She and her volunteers
designed and built a library for the homeless
teens who come to the facility. By providing access to books
from required reading lists at schools in the area, the teens have
the opportunity to succeed academically. She also donated
school and art supplies, games, movies, and puzzles to make
Kyle’s place seem more like a home. The National Honor Society
at her school will continue to add books and supplies as needed
each school year. Alexandra will graduate from Lone Star High
School in 2019.

Brynna Boyd
Mentor Resource Center for
Chin Ministries
Girl Scout Troop 4792. Brynna’s project addressed
the cultural and academic challenges Chin
children face as they assimilate into American
schools. Working with the Chin Community
Ministries, Brynna created awareness about this population and
curriculum for the center’s mentors. She and her volunteers
designed alphabet boxes centered on each letter with activities,
pictures, math components and a book to read, each time a
student is tutored. In addition, she provided over 500 books
for a resource library to encourage literary growth at home. The
Center will maintain the boxes, using instruction cards and a
video Brynna designed. The local elementary schools will do
annual book drives to replace books as needed. Brynna will
graduate from Flower Mound High School in 2018.
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Kailyn Bradley
Mentoring Through Music
Girl Scout Troop 1680. Kailyn’s project addressed
the lack of diversity in Dallas ISD music
programs. Kailyn led an orchestra masterclass
program for 50 minority students at Sidney
Lanier Elementary in South Dallas. Kailyn and
music magnet volunteers inspired and encouraged the children
to study classical music and join the school orchestra. They
taught technique with hands-on lessons for various stringed
instruments. Kailyn prepared teaching materials and lesson
plans which can be used annually by Booker T. Washington
music students to continue the program. Kailyn will graduate
from Booker T. Washington High School for the Performing and
Visual Arts in 2018.

Emma Bronnenberg
The Growing Garden
Girl Scout Troop 2315. Emma designed and
built a community garden to encourage the
large population of elderly residents in Lake
Kiowa to become more active. She and her
volunteers built individual gardening boxes,
some specifically for those in wheelchairs, laid weed barriers,
installed wood chips, placed soil into the boxes and built a
protective fence. The garden will give the elderly the opportunity
to benefit through increased physical activities and motor
skills, more social interaction, stress relief, and lessen the risk
of osteoporosis and Alzheimer’s disease. The Women’s Club
of Kiowa will maintain the plot procedures and upkeep of the
garden going forward. Emma will graduate from The Texas
Academy of Math and Sciencein 2018.

Andie Burrow
My Possibilities Cookbook
Girl Scout Troop 770. Andie worked with My
Possibilities, an organization that provides
vocational education for adults with intellectual
and developmental disabilities to design and
create a section of a family cookbook that will
benefit the school and its students. Andie solicited recipes from
the families and friends of the school’s students and then she
and her volunteers tested the submitted recipes and complied
them for the cookbook. Many of the recipes included in the
cookbook will be incorporated into the school’s culinary program
for the students. She also filmed a YouTube video to educate
the public about My Possibilities, the population they serve, and
her Gold Award project. Andie will graduate from JJ Pearce High
School in 2018.
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Reagan Byers
Raising Saint Mary of Carmel’s
Games
Girl Scout Troop 485. Reagan worked with Saint
Mary of Carmel’s, an underserved school in
Dallas to provide the students with new athletic
equipment and games. Creating awareness
about the school and its needs, she received a grant from
Adidas as well as donations from the community of new sports
equipment. She also had a work shop with the staff to share
early warning signs of athletic concussions and review all of the
equipment she donated. She held a play day with the students
to unveil the new equipment and explain the rules to various
games which she left with the school as a resource. Reagan will
graduate from Ursuline Academy of Dallas in 2018.

Angela Carey
Therapeutic Neck Wraps
Girl Scout Troop 3066. Angela’s project focused
on combining different therapeutic methods to
reduce the side effects of anxiety and cognitive
decline for senior citizens in memory care units.
She and her volunteers created neck wraps
and delivered them to five memory care facilities in Plano.
Therapeutic neck wraps combine temperature, color, and aroma
therapies to ease neck pain and improve mood in memory care
patients. Neck wraps can be heated to soothe aching neck
muscles or frozen to reduce swelling; they are colored blue to
enhance calm, purple to spur meditative thought, and yellow
to promote cheer. The facilities will use Angela’s instructional
materials to produce more neck wraps as needed. Angela will
graduate from Plano East High School in 2020.

Caitlin Casner
Welcome Bags for Scottish Rite
Hospital
Girl Scout Troop 1562. Caitlin’s project was
inspired by her experiences as a former patient
at Scottish Rite Hospital for Children. Knowing
first-hand how scary it can be at a new hospital,
she wanted to help patients relax and adjust to the hospital
environment with various activities. Caitlin developed a coloring
book using pictures drawn by the young patients at Scottish
Rite depicting their hospital stay. She and her volunteers then
collected donated items which were assembled into over 300
welcome bags, including the coloring book, crayons, toys and
games. The hospital has an electronic version of her coloring
book to replicate as needed for new patients. Caitlin will
graduate from Bishop Lynch High School in 2018.

Olivia Castro
Healing Through Art
Girl Scout Troop 2387. Olivia collaborated with
the Richardson Methodist Hospital’s Cancer
Center, specifically their Artist-In-Residence
(AIR) program. This program allows those
battling cancer a therapeutic outlet to express
themselves through artistic means. She and her volunteers
designed art kits with activities for the patients ranging from
watercolor painting, DIY magnets, notecard art and adult
coloring pages. She then provided information cards that
describe the project and materials needed for the hospital to
continue the activities. She also custom made 200 bags with
the AIR logo printed on them for the Cancer Center to use as
needed. Olivia will graduate from Texas Virtual Academy in 2018.

Bailey J. Charles
Family First
Girl Scout Troop 2718. Bailey’s project addressed
the issues of isolation and loneliness that victims
of domestic abuse experience. Bailey worked
with Mission Arlington Church who partnered
with a domestic abuse shelter to bring the
families into the church’s community. Bailey and her volunteers
created 26 youth Bible lessons and designed arts and crafts
activities to accompany the lessons. Bailey also prepared
adult Bible study lessons and conducted a weekly class for
women from the shelter. At the end of her program, she hosted
a celebration tea for the women and their children. Mission
Arlington will continue to use Bailey’s project materials going
forward. Bailey graduated from Harmony School of Innovation
in 2017.

Ameya D. Chavda
Building Bridges
Girl Scout Juliette. Ameya used her own
positive experiences with a foreign exchange
program to create English language lessons
for Chinese students in Beijing. She and her
volunteers designed the English lessons, which
were then videographed and placed on a DVD to be shared
with a rural school outside of Beijing. Ameya then skyped with
school administrators to instruct them on how to implement
her program. She also held two workshops locally with newly
arriving Chinese-speaking students to see first-hand how the
program worked. The program has been uploaded to the Chinese
equivalent of YouTube to continue the English lessons. Ameya
will graduate from The Hockaday School in 2018.

Brianna Corrie
Literacy Advocacy
Girl Scout Juliette. Brianna created a Literacy
Club at her school to promote reading. She
chose to work with 10 different organizations
in the community where people are facing
difficult situations. The organizations dealt with
homelessness, family abuse, traumatic war experience, new
cultures, and illness. By providing these organizations with over
3000 books, she hoped that people would have a chance to
“escape” if only for a short time through reading. She and her
volunteers also tutored students at Truett Elementary, where
they built a new library and provided books for the students. The
Literacy Club will continue this program going forward. Brianna
will graduate from Bishop Lynch High School in 2019.

Stacy Corry
Fidget Quilts
Girl Scout Troop 1113. Stacy and her volunteers
made Fidget Quilts for Treasured Times, a
program at Custer Road United Methodist
Church for participants with early symptoms of
Alzheimer’s or dementia. The multisensory quilts
help to improve the participant’s quality of life, by providing
exercise for the mind, hands, and fingers with tactile and
visual stimulation. The quilts also offer the caregivers a muchneeded break from the stress of everyday care. The Ruth United
Methodist Women’s circle at her church will continue the project
using instructions she left them, as well as the how-to video
posted to the internet. Stacy graduated from Plano Senior High
School in 2017.

Susie Cortesano
Notre Dame School Cheer Camp
Girl Scout Troop 125. Susie worked with the Notre
Dame School of Dallas, a campus that educates
students with developmental disabilities, to
enhance their cheerleading program. Being a
cheerleader herself, her project promoted her
love of cheerleading and inclusiveness to others. She and her
volunteers created new cheers for the school, dance routines
and team building activities to encourage the students to
become more active. The week-long camp gave the students a
fun way to learn the cheers and routines using less traditional
learning methods. Her games, cheers and dance routines are
available for review online to continue the program and teach
new students. Susie will graduate from Highland Park High
School in 2019.
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Allison Daniels
CHAI Dallas Musical Therapy
Girl Scout Troop 156. Allison created a musical
therapy program for the residents of Community
Homes for Adults, Inc. (CHAI), an organization
that provides group homes for adults with
intellectual disabilities. The program, intended
to enhance the lives of the residents, used music to improve
participants’ self-esteem, boost communication skills and
verbalization, and decrease agitation. The residents interacted
with musical instruments and sang along to their favorite songs,
requesting more songs and themes as the program progressed.
The musical therapy will continue with support from volunteers
from Hockaday and is being considered for incorporation
into other CHAI group homes. Allison will graduate from The
Hockaday School in 2018.

Christina Davenport
Blankets with a Purpose
Girl Scout Troop 485. Christina collaborated with
the Ronald McDonald House, an organization
that keeps families with sick children together
and near the medical care and resources
they need. She organized volunteers to make
blankets for each of the residents at Ronald McDonald House
thereby supporting the health and wellbeing of those receiving
treatment as well as their families. In the process of recruiting
volunteers, she created awareness in the community about the
work being done by the Ronald McDonald House. The Jesuit
Rangerette drill team has adopted this project and will make the
blankets annually going forward. Christina will graduate from
Ursuline Academy of Dallas in 2018.

Elise Davis
Classroom Transformation
Girl Scout Troop 9448. When Elise learned that
Dallas ISD was forcing the ROTC program that
she participated in at her school, to find a new
space, she stepped up to take charge. She and
her volunteers transformed an unused area
into a new classroom. They removed excess items in the room,
sanded and painted the walls, and then prepared the new
space. Elise also promoted the ROTC program to students at
Hill Middle School, encouraging then to join the program when
they started 9th grade. The transformed space will continue to
play a role in students’ lives as they gain leadership skills and
be maintained by the upper level cadets going forward. Elise will
graduate from Woodrow Wilson High School in 2018.
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Danica Maria Alonzo DelaRosa
A More Peaceful Rest
Girl Scout Troop 115. Danica’s project provided
sleeping mats for the homeless in the West
Dallas area. To make these mats, Danica
conducted six workshops to teach volunteers the
art of “plarn”. “Plarn” is plastic bags cut into strips
and then rolled into balls, which are then used like yarn to create
products. Using over 7500 plastic bags, the volunteers created
the mats, which allow people to sleep off the cold, damp ground
and are easily transportable during the day. The project also
helped the environment by recycling bags that would have gone
to landfill. The JC Recreation Center is now offering this activity
using Danica’s instructions and materials. Danica graduated
from Trinidad Garza Early College High School in 2017.

Komal Dharani
Kare for Kids
Girl Scout Troop 2143. Komal used her personal
hospital experience as a basis for working with
Scottish Rite Hospital on her project. She and her
volunteers created over 200 care packages with
activities to help fill the long hours required while
being a patient at the hospital. The kits included games, coloring
books, markers, pens and stickers. She also hosted a social
event for the patients and their families to introduce the kits and
help build a sense of community. Her how-to book and video
on YouTube will enable more kits to be assembled as needed.
Komal will graduate from Hebron High School in 2018.

Margaret Ann DiFrancesco
A Safe Haven for an
Expectant Mother
Girl Scout Troop 8539. Margaret Ann collaborated
with In My Shoes, an organization whose mission
is to provide a safe welcoming community for
pregnant women who are homeless or at risk of
homelessness. She and her volunteers helped convert a convent
into a home for pregnant women. They cleaned, selected paint
to give each room a unique feel, painted, and decorated four
rooms offering a secure place for the women to find their way
and become financially stable. She also created awareness
about this issue with presentations to encourage more volunteer
involvement. The new home will be maintained by In My Shoes.
Margaret Ann will graduate from Ursuline Academy of Dallas in
2019.

Paige Dorgan
Healing With Tea
Girl Scout Troop 2718. Paige crafted a project to
support the women in a rehabilitation program
at the Women Adult Rehabilitation Ministries
(WARM) Center. Paige arranged for professionals
from Authentic Curve to tutor the women on
resume writing and interviewing skills. She also designed and
presented 10 weekly study lessons focused on women in the
Bible. Paige and her volunteers created craft kits to provide a
shared activity for both the women and their children when they
visited the center. Her project culminated with a tea that she
hosted for the women who had completed the program and
their families. Paige’s project materials will continue to be used
by the WARM staff. Paige will graduate from Bowie High School
in 2019.

Sara Dorward
St. Joseph’s Sensory Gardens
Girl Scout Troop 3218. Sara worked with
St. Joseph’s Residence, an assisted living facility,
to build a garden to give residents a healthy
physical outlet for social interaction and sensory
stimulation. She and her volunteers constructed
a raised gardening bed for herbs to provide a physical gardening
outlet and a second garden space for relaxation and to enjoy
nature. The flowers and plants selected were colorful and
fragrant encouraging the residents to interact with one another,
or to exercise as they tended to the raised herb garden. The
residents at St. Joseph’s will continue to care for the garden and
use the herbs to prepare meals. Sara will graduate from The
Hockaday school in 2019.

Brooke Ehrisman
Blood Drives Save Lives
Girl Scout Troop 1011. Brooke created awareness
about the need for blood, particularly during the
holiday season and at times of crisis. She made
presentations explaining the need to give blood,
why it was important and what to expect when
you donate blood. She and her volunteers organized a blood
drive with Carter BloodCare where over 100 units of blood were
donated. Her video on YouTube provides a step by step process
on how to conduct a blood drive, which can be used as a
reference by anyone interested in replicating her project. Brooke
will graduate from Plano West Senior High School in 2019.

Hannah Erickson
Feel Better When I’m Dancing
Girl Scout Troop 2648. Hannah’s project focused
on encouraging girls to participate in physical
activities and organized sports by planning and
implementing a dance clinic. Working with her
drill team, the girls were taught simple dance
steps for a routine which they then performed for the Sterling
Stars Drill team Spring Show. The clinic helped to promote
a healthy lifestyle through dance and also had an impact on
increasing the number of girls joining the drill team in the future.
Using the guidelines that Hannah developed, the dance clinic
will be continued twice a year by the Sterling Stars Drill team.
Hannah will graduate from Naaman Forest High School in 2018.

Zara Evans
Raising Awareness of Euthanasia
in Shelters
Girl Scout Troop 8853. Zara collaborated with
Second Chance SPCA in Plano to raise awareness
of animal shelter overcrowding and euthanasia
rates. Zara’s presentation focused on the critical
need to spay and neuter and practice responsible pet ownership
which she delivered to students in rural Oklahoma and to
her National Honor Society. Zara organized a collection drive
for shelter supplies and worked with her volunteers to make
blankets, dog and cat toys, and dog biscuits for the SPCA. She
supplemented her presentation with an educational pamphlet,
which is available at the SPCA, and a YouTube video filmed with
volunteers. Zara will graduate from Plano East Senior High School
in 2018.

Brianna Fahrenthold
From Farm to Table: How Seeds Grow
our Food
Girl Scout Troop 2916. Brianna partnered with
Prosper Montessori Academy to teach 3-6 year
olds about seeds, fruits, vegetables and healthy
snacks. The lessons illustrated how food is grown
and how it gets from the farm to the dinner table. She and her
volunteers showed students what seeds are, how they grow,
the difference between fruit and vegetables, raw vs cooked,
and how to make a healthy snack using their favorite foods. The
school will use Brianna’s lesson plans to deliver the curriculum
next summer in their “Down on the Farm” week. Through her
Facebook page, teachers in Missouri and Louisiana are also
teaching using her lesson plans. Brianna graduated from Prosper
High School in 2017.
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Olivia Feagins
Cabaret Afternoons
Girl Scout Troop 1904. Olivia took her love of
music and directed 3 musical cabarets at the
San Remo Nursing Facility and Rehabilitation
Center in Richardson, Texas. She and her
volunteers sang a variety of songs and styles of
music for the residents to provide mental stimulation, manage
stress-induced agitation, and encourage positive interactions.
By bringing music to the residents’ lives, Olivia hoped to make a
difference and improve cognitive and emotional functioning due
to dementia or Alzheimer’s. Her program has been adopted by
the Plano East jazz/pop choral groups and the Sound Invention
and Treblemakers, who will perform at the facility several times a
year. Olivia graduated from Plano East Senior High school in 2017.

Sonja Feaster
Life Cycles in Living Color
Girl Scout Troop 8494. Sonja created a mural
for the outdoor learning center at Town Center
Elementary School in Coppell. The mural is 14
feet in diameter and has four different quadrants
detailing various life cycles. She and her
volunteers designed and painted the mural to provide different
learning methods such as visual and kinesthetic, while creatively
teaching foundational STEM concepts. She also developed
lesson plans around the four life cycles of butterflies, chickens,
sunflowers and water, which she then taught to both students
and educators. The school will maintain the mural and science
teachers will use her lesson plans throughout the year. Sonja
graduated from Coppell High School in 2017.

Caroline Finlay
Health Tips 101
Girl Scout Troop 1796. Caroline wanted to help her
community improve their lifestyles by providing
easy health and exercise tips that could be
followed without large changes to their current
habits. She and her volunteers held ten events
at the Senior Citizen Center, The Crandall High School, Middle
Schools and Elementary School and at Point View Baptist Church
to provide this information. Topics such as processed foods, high
blood pressure, nutrition labels and exercise were covered with
quick easy ways to modify their routines. Caroline also created a
YouTube video showing simple exercises that any age could do.
Her church and their new health team will continue her program
going forward. Caroline will graduate from Crandall High School
in 2018.
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Clarissa Fuentes
Girls Soccer Camp
Girl Scout Troop 2225. Clarissa took her love of
soccer to plan and implement a soccer camp for
at-risk girls in East Dallas. She and her volunteers
ran a four day camp where skills, such as how to
properly dribble, pass and shoot the ball, were
taught and practiced. The girls also learned how to be good
teammates and to always have a positive attitude, exhibiting
these characteristics on the last day in 3v3 games. The director
of Sting East and Rockwall Indoor Sports Expo will host free
soccer clinics each year using Clarissa’s materials and YouTube
videos. Clarissa will graduate from The Hockaday School in 2019.

Lauren Gardner
Music Memory and Movement
Girl Scout Troop 9345. Lauren’s project focused
on assisting elderly members of the community
who suffer from brain illnesses such as
Dementia and Alzheimer’s disease. Working
with Sunrise retirement homes, she designed
and implemented a dance program to jog memory using music
and movement. She and her volunteers then taught a series
of classes to improve brain, joint, and bone health. The classes
are available on video through her website so that residents
can continue the program when an in-person instructor is not
available. Chamberlain School of Ballet will continue to support
this program through their outreach and Sunrise is expanding
the program in Texas. Lauren will graduate from Lovejoy High
School in 2020.

Sydney Gardner
Michele Portillo Memorial Red Cross
Blood Drive
Girl Scout Troop 8869. Sydney collaborated with
the Red Cross to educate her community about
the importance of blood donations. Using her
personal experiences of close family and friends
who needed blood transfusions to survive, she taught her peers
about the necessity for transfusions due to cancer, emergencies
and surgery. She explained the requirements for giving blood
and helped to relieve their fear of needles. She and her
volunteers ran a two-day blood drive at her school with over 100
people participating, thereby assisting to save over 300 lives. The
blood drive will be continued annually by a club at the school.
Sydney will graduate from Flower Mound High School in 2019.

Laura Genung
Natural STEM at LISDOLA
Girl Scout Troop 581. Laura’s project focused
on the ways nature goes hand in hand with
STEM. She and her volunteers made interactive
stations for the Lewisville ISD environmental
center to highlight this connection. The stations
are portable, equipped to handle extreme weather and cover
topics such as biomimicry, symmetry, technology, and beaver
dams. The school district added outdoor curriculum to use with
the stations and Lewisville Independent School District Outdoor
Learning Area (LISDOLA) will maintain the stations using Laura’s
project files. The community may experience the stations during
the LISDOLA’s Discovery Days and on the second Saturday of
each month, when the center is open to the public. Laura will
graduate from The Colony High School in 2019.

Katherine Gilkison
Alphabet Art
Girl Scout Troop 2552. Katherine’s project
focused on enhancing children’s reading skills in
a fun way using art. Working with the pre-school
aged children in the Early Childhood Reading
Program at the Plano Family Literacy Center, she
and her volunteers created a coloring book to encourage the
children to read to their parents. The alphabet art on each page
reinforced their learning with the picture they drew or the page
they colored. Katherine taught a lesson using the letter C and
the word cat as an example of the letter and picture association.
A teacher packet, the coloring book and DVD were given to the
Literacy Center to continue her program. Katherine graduated
from Plano West Senior High School in 2017.

Hannah Gladys
Inventory of Special Needs Equipment
Girl Scout Troop 493. Hannah created an
inventory system for all of the special needs
equipment across several school districts in the
Denton Co-op. The Co-op was struggling to keep
track of their equipment and had misplaced
a $5,000 item. Hannah and her volunteers made a photo
inventory of all of the special equipment used by the Physical
and Occupational therapists in over 20 schools. They located the
missing equipment and with the new system in place, made the
district better able to serve their special needs students. Hannah
developed a YouTube video explaining how to use the app called
Sortly, to catalog the equipment going forward. Hannah will
graduate from Argyle High School in 2018.

Bryn Goldsmith
Musicians in Christ
Girl Scout Troop 1105. Bryn wanted to increase
youth involvement at her church through
developing and implementing a series of
devotionals for the Musicians in Christ. She
researched and wrote the devotionals each
week to make the discussions engaging and relevant and a safe
place to learn about the gospel. The meetings included activities
that the youth could use outside of church, such as building
trust among friends and how to de-stress. She and her student
volunteers then delivered the program at a consistent time each
week to improve attendance. The program’s success has led to
another student stepping up to continue the curriculum using
Bryn’s materials. Bryn will graduate from Lovejoy High School in
2018.

Charisma Gollaher
Deciphering Dyslexia
Girl Scout Troop 3507. Charisma’s project focused
on dispelling the myths surrounding dyslexia.
Using her personal experience and research,
she educated teachers, parents and students
on ways to cope with the disability in the
classroom and in daily life. She created a brochure highlighting
what dyslexia is and is not, how it impacts everyday actions
like reading road signs and purchasing items, and offered tips
on how to manage the disability. Due to her project, one school
district will now reach out to students when school starts each
Fall to identify this issue. Her brochures have been placed in
doctor’s offices and linked to an accredited dyslexia website.
Charisma will graduate from Lewisville High School in 2018.

Brooke Grindinger
Garden Bed Build
Girl Scout Troop 8776. Brooke collaborated with
Magdalen House, a facility that supports women
who are recovering alcoholics. She and her
volunteers built raised garden beds to provide
the women with access to fresh vegetables. She
created awareness about the facility expanding the number
of volunteers for Magdalen House. The garden provided both
an outlet for a healthier lifestyle, as the women tended the
garden, getting physical activity, and as a therapeutic outlet,
with the women successfully using fresh vegetables for their
family meals. The gardens will be maintained by the facility and
the various women participants in the program going forward.
Brooke will graduate from Parish Episcopal School in 2018.
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Eleanor Grindinger
Genesis Women’s Shelter Project
Girl Scout Juliette. Eleanor’s project focused
on domestic abuse. Working with the Genesis
Women’s Shelter, she educated people about
this issue and what community resources are
available to confront it. She and her volunteers
held several donation drives to provide toiletries, interview
clothes, and toys and games to the women and children at
the shelter. Items such as makeup, nail polish, and appropriate
interview clothes helped the women feel more self-confident,
while the toys and games helped to bring a sense of normalcy to
children currently living in a shelter. The Feminist for Change Club
at her school will continue the relationship she developed going
forward. Eleanor graduated from Ursuline Academy of Dallas in
2017.

Tyjah Hallman
Covering With Care
Girl Scout Troop 1485. Tyjah partnered with
Garland Pawsibilities’s trap/neuter/return program
to design a custom made fabric cover for two
types of cages used to trap feral cats. The
covers calm the cats while they are in the cages.
Tyjah and her volunteers cut the fabric, hemmed and sewed
the pieces together, and attached Velcro tabs to each cover.
They produced 100 reusable cage covers. Tyjah also educated
her community about the program and created a YouTube
video with detailed instructions on how to make the covers. An
instruction manual will allow the program to continue making
covers as their needs grow. Tyjah graduated from Garland High
School in 2017.

Paige Halverson
Upcycling for a Cause
Girl Scout Troop 3218. Paige used the concept of
Upcycling and created awareness about it as the
focus of her project. Upcycling makes a positive
impact on the environment by taking something
that is considered trash and repurposing it rather
than sending it to a landfill. Paige took items that were being
discarded and turned them into pieces to be sold. She fashioned
over 50 upcycled items and then had a garage sale to sell them.
With her proceeds she supported the Orphan Outreach for
housing and supplies in Guatemala. She produced a YouTube
channel which documented the refurbishing of other people’s
discards and why this helps the environment. Paige will graduate
from The Hockaday School in 2019.
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Regan Halverson
Foster Interest in STEM for Girls
Girl Scout Troop 3128. Regan held day long camps
at the at-risk Community Centers of the Trinity
River Mission, TR Hoover, and Wesley-Rankin to
educate youth about proper nutrition and dental
care. She and her volunteers covered topics such
as what foods are beneficial and nutritious for your body, how
to make healthy food options and how to properly brush and
floss your teeth. The youth engaged in interactive activities like
a food pyramid matching game, a food group sorting game and
practicing the proper way to brush teeth with teeth models. All
three centers received an extensive how-to manual for their
libraries to replicate the program going forward. Regan will
graduate from The Hockaday School in 2019.

Megan Hardman
Giving Back
Girl Scout Troop 1113. Megan used her experience
as a teen cardiac patient at Medical City
Children’s Hospital to work with Amazing Little
Hearts. This support group provides families
affected by congenital heart disease a way to
share experiences, encouragement, advice and support. She
and her volunteers made teen care bags, blankets and heart
pillows to help the teen patients recover. She updated the
hospital’s teen activity room by donating games, music CDs, and
DVD movies. She also educated people about the importance of
heart screening during early childhood. Her resource materials
and presentation remain with the hospital and Amazing Little
Hearts for future use. Megan graduated from Plano Senior High
School in 2017.

Kinza Hasanali
Natural Disaster Education and Care
Packages
Girl Scout Troop 2143. Kinza’s project focused
on educating people about natural disaster
preparedness. She taught youth and senior
citizens how to prepare for natural disasters,
including items to always have on hand, determining an
emergency family meeting location prior to a disaster, and what
to expect as the disaster is happening. Using social media to
get donations, she and her volunteers then created over 50 care
packages and donated them to the Red Cross. Her how-to book
can be used as a reference on the Red Cross disaster guidelines
and actions to take. Kinza will graduate from Hebron High School
in 2018.

Sara Hernandez
The Fight Against Childhood Obesity
Through Love of Dance
Girl Scout Troop 2648. Sara’s project focused on
the importance of combating childhood obesity
by using dance as a fun way to exercise. The
rate of childhood obesity has risen from 4% in
the 1970’s to over 18% in 2009. She and her volunteers taught
children ages 5 to 12 how to stretch, multiple dance routines,
and proper eating habits. Sara’s dance classes provided a great
way to encourage activity. She also taught the children about
healthy snacks bringing them to class and explaining their
nutritional value. Her website gives detailed instructions on how
to replicate her classes in the future. Sara will graduate from
Bishop Lynch High School in 2018.

Elizabeth Ho
Reading to Success
Girl Scout Troop 512. Elizabeth wanted to
encourage at risk kids to read. Working with an
apartment complex in South Dallas, she held
an event to promote her love of reading to the
residents. She created a small library at the
apartment complex, providing the kids with quick access to
books that they normally would not have. Through her library the
kids will be able to increase their reading ability, thus furthering
their education and future job opportunities. The apartment
complex staff will maintain the library and keep track of the
books going forward. Elizabeth graduated from Plano West
Senior High School in 2017.

Peyton Hoedebeck
Beautify Lake Bob Sandlin State Park
Girl Scout Troop 334. Peyton used her love of
the Lake Bob Sandlin State Park to renew the
area. Most of the shelters at the park were
showing their age due to normal wear and tear.
She contacted many local business, explaining
her project and asked for donations to make it happen. Once
all of the supplies were procured, she and her volunteers
spent several days prepping and painting the shelters. She also
educated members of the community about the opportunities
at the park, its history and options for renting camp sites. The
park will maintain the shelters as needed with the supplies she
provided. Peyton will graduate from Rowlett High School in 2020.

Mylee Holmes
Giraffe Playroom Mural
Girl Scout Troop 442. Mylee collaborated with
Hope’s Door, an organization that provides
services for families impacted by domestic
violence. She created a warm, welcoming, and
secure place for the children to relax and play
while their moms attend classes and counselling sessions. She
and her volunteers worked with the existing jungle theme and
painted a giraffe mural using varied bright and bold colors. Her
team also inspected and cleaned the playroom toys as they
reassembled the playroom. The space is now more inviting
for both the staff and its clients. Hope’s Door will maintain the
playroom as needed with supplies Mylee left them. Mylee will
graduate from Imagine International Academy in 2018.

Kelcie Hopman
Fine Arts Fun
Girl Scout Juliette. Kelcie used her love of Fine
Arts to plan and implement a camp for at risk
youth in Mesquite. Working with the Mesquite Art
Center and the Northeast Texas Academy of Fine
Arts, she provided an avenue for youth to learn
about dance, art and drama at no cost. She and her
volunteers exposed the children to dance technique, music
theory, styles of art, musical instruments and various emotions
through drama. At the end of the camp, the children participated
in a recital for their parents to showcase what they had learned.
The camp will be repeated annually by the center using all of
Kelcie’s how-to materials. Kelcie will graduate from a home
school program in 2019.

Emily Horvath
Creating the Johnson’s Outpost Early
Childhood Library
Girl Scout Troop 485. Emily collaborated with
Johnson’s Outpost, a facility operated by Town
North YMCA that provides preschool child care
to at-risk families in their community. Emily and
her volunteers created a more inviting space for young readers
to boost early learning. Emily asked for donations and received
over 1200 books. The books were then sorted by reading level
and color coded, making the shelving of books more efficient
by using the color coding system. Emily started a Reading
Club with staff, parents and children to encourage reading and
develop reading skills. The renovated library and reading club will
be maintained by the facility. Emily will graduate from Ursuline
Academy of Dallas in 2018.
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Kristen Hyman
Helping Mothers in Nicaragua
Girl Scout Troop 519. Kristen chose to address
how poverty in third world countries, and
Nicaragua in particular, impacts new mothers
and their infants. Working with the Hospital
Amistad Japon Nicaragua in Granada in
Nicaragua, she delivered over 100 care packages, handmade
religious bracelets and prayer cards. She educated people locally
about this issue to procure donations. She and her volunteers
then created the care packages with basic supplies such as
cloth diapers, bibs, blankets, burp towels and baby lotion and
powder. Kristen also created an informational video to continue
awareness about this need and encouraged the Catholic Diocese
to sponsor care packages on their scheduled mission trips.
Kristen will graduate from Ursuline Academy in 2019.

Lauren Hynes
Care Cards
Girl Scout Juliette. Lauren worked with the
Rosewood Assisted Living facility to create a
system of homemade cards for its residents.
Many of the residents don’t have family close by,
so the cards will help fill a void around holidays
to brighten their spirits, instead of feeling lonely. With a team of
volunteers, over 300 holiday cards for Halloween, Thanksgiving,
Christmas, Valentine’s Day and Easter were produced. The staff
at Rosewood will deliver the cards as each holiday occurs. She
also provided additional supplies and an instruction manual
for continuing the project at the facility. Lauren graduated from
Marcus High School in 2017.

Ruth Iheanatu
One Stitch at a Time
Girl Scout Troop 1219. Ruth wanted to give back
to her community by supporting patients in their
fight against cancer. To accomplish this, she
and her volunteers taught girls at the Girls and
Boys Club of Collin County how to crochet and
make headbands for the cancer patients. The girls learned a
new life skill and how to make a difference and the patients at
Baylor, Scott & White Medical Center in McKinney received the
crocheted headbands to help with their healing. Ruth created
a pattern and YouTube video with instructions on how to
crochet a headband to sustain her project. Ruth graduated from
McKinney North High School in 2017.
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Tamia Jackson
A Greener Future
Girl Scout Troop 187. Tamia’s project focused
on raising awareness of the importance of
recycling in her church community of southeast
Oak Cliff. She and her volunteers educated the
community on the benefits to the environment
of recycling and how they could participate. Members were
given the opportunity to sign up for recycling bins through the
City of Dallas. The City then delivered the recycling bins and
instructions on how and when their recycling would be picked
up. This provided the participants with an easy way to recycle
at their homes. The church youth group will continue the
recycling program using Tamia’s posters and PowerPoints. Tamia
graduated from DeSoto High school in 2017.

Meghna Jain
Painting for Promise House
Girl Scout Troop 3218. Meghna collaborated with
Promise House, a facility that provides crisis
intervention, emergency shelter and long-term
housing, counseling and educational services
for at-risk and homeless youth. To make the
counseling rooms used for family therapy sessions more bright
and inviting, she and her art classmates created over 25 pieces
of art. The paintings made the therapy and counseling rooms
more upbeat and optimistic with participants eagerly heading
toward the more cheerful rooms. Meghna promoted her project
throughout the community and also provided art supplies for
the art therapy program. The facility will maintain the paintings
going forward. Meghna will graduate from The Hockaday School
in 2019.

Shelby Jennings
My Outdoor Classroom
Girl Scout Troop 3402. Shelby designed and built
an outdoor classroom at First United Methodist
Church of Sachse. She and her volunteers
planned a Green Up Day to reclaim the previously
unusable land. Once the area was cleared, she
was able to make a living laboratory for the youth directors
and church members by placing geocaches, owl boxes and a
registered Butterfly Way Station at monarchwatch.org on the
land. The outdoor classroom will now be used for Sunday school
classes and Vacation Bible School. The church and Boy Scout
troop that meets at the church will maintain the lesson plans
and outdoor space Shelby created going forward. Shelby will
graduate from Wylie High School in 2021.

Dakota Johnson
Let’s Sign It!
Girl Scout Troop 9409. Dakota designed and
implemented a sign language program for
about 150 youth at her church. The church did
not have a Deaf Ministry and has a growing
number of members who are hearing impaired.
Creating awareness and teaching youth American Sign Language
(ASL) created better communication for the congregants
and promoted acceptance and understanding for the deaf
community. The students learned ASL alphabet letters, greetings
and songs, and how to make words with their hands. Her how-to
booklet will be kept in the classrooms and incorporated into the
spring curriculum annually. The material will also be available
at the annual health fair. Dakota will graduate from Rowlett High
School in 2018.

Madeline Johnson
Boys and Girls Club Library
Restoration
Girl Scout Troop 2851. Madeline restored the
library at the Boys and Girls Club of Gregg County.
Her goal was to increase access to books so
that children could develop a greater passion
for reading and education. She and her volunteers reorganized
and redecorated the library, cleaning out old books, collecting
and organizing new books, painting, reupholstering benches
and making pillows to create a more welcoming space. She also
held a 5K Running for Reading to raise awareness for the library
and gain support throughout the community. The library will be
maintained by the Boys and Girls Club of Gregg County. Madeline
will graduate from Longview High School in 2018.

Raven Jones
The Coloring Book Bonanza
Girl Scout Troop 3310. Raven collaborated with
Benchmark Family Services to help foster
children, who have been removed from their
homes, adjust to their new surroundings. She
made numerous presentations to groups varying
in size from 50 to 900 explaining the foster care system and
why the children need assistance. She collected over 1200 sets
of coloring books and crayons and packed them into kits to
provide comfort as they navigate the foster care system. She
and her volunteers then organized a closet at Benchmark and
separated the coloring supplies by gender and age. The youth
director of the North Texas African Methodist Episcopal Church
will replenish the supplies as needed. Raven will graduate from
Little Elm High School in 2018.

Rhaegan Jones
Knowledge Nook and Books
Girl Scout Troop 2918. Rhaegan led a renovation
project for two children’s reading and playroom
areas at Hope Mansion in Cedar Hill. Hope
Mansion is a residential group home which
supports women and their families who are
experiencing crisis while pregnant. Rhaegan and her volunteers
collected books and activities to stock the rooms for the
children, updated the walls with colorful murals, and added
pillows to promote reading and literacy. The rooms gave the
children a chance to read, do science and art activities, or just
chill with toys, puzzles, and stuffed animals. The rooms will be
maintained by a Girl Scout troop who will also provide reading
time for the children. Rhaegan will graduate from Trinity Christian
School in 2018.

Neha Kapur
No Fear, First Aid is Here
Girl Scout Troop 1105. Neha’s project focused on
educating kids about basic first aid and what
to do in case of an emergency. She and her
volunteers led workshops at several Lovejoy ISD
schools and her church to teach basic first aid
skills. The kids learned what to do if they or someone else gets a
cut, burn, or nosebleed, has an allergic reaction, asthma attack
or breaks a bone. They practiced wrapping bandages around
their wrist and ankles, got to hear their own heartbeat and
constructed their own first aid kits. Her workshop materials, as
well as a YouTube video will be used by the schools and church
to continue her project. Neha will graduate from Lovejoy High
School in 2018.

Anu Khatri
Music for All
Girl Scout Troop 3150. Anu used her love of music
to create a project that educated students and
parents about the importance of music and
music education. Anu partnered with the Kumon
Math and Reading Center in Plano to host two
workshops for over 60 students. She and her volunteers
provided the children with musical themed games and activities,
demonstrated musical instruments from the Plano
Symphony Orchestra “Instrument Petting Zoo,” as well as
instruments played by her fellow band musicians. She also
conducted a music supply drive at her school to benefit the
“Music Above All” organization. The workshops will be continued
by the Kumon Center. Anu will graduate from Plano West Senior
High School in 2018.
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Sydney Kort
Chapter Book
Girl Scout Troop 9368. Sydney collaborated
with Jewish Family Services, an agency that
provides affordable mental health and social
services to those in need. Sydney and her
volunteers refurbished the Kid’s Zone, where children wait
while their parents are meeting with JFS personnel. Sydney
and her volunteers collected over 400 children’s books and
built new bookshelves for the area, provided a new bean bag
chair, donated toys, and installed a colorful wall decoration.
They also assembled 100 activity bags filled with coloring
activities, crayons, and puzzles to keep the children occupied
and entertained. A YouTube video created by Sydney and her
volunteers showcased her project. JFS will maintain the Kid’s
Zone. Sydney will graduate from JJ Pearce High School in 2019.

Grace Laber
Preserving History Through Literature
Girl Scout Troop 3218. Grace worked with CC
Young Senior Living, a retirement community in
Dallas, to interview and record the stories of ten
residents. From these oral histories, she wrote
up the life story of each one and compiled them
all into a book. To distribute the books, Grace had a party for the
subjects in the book as well as the volunteers that helped her
interview and edit the stories. She gave each resident a copy
of the book and a recorded copy of their interview. Grace then
donated six copies of the book to CC Young to preserve the
history of the residents at the facility. Grace will graduate from
The Hockaday School in 2019.

Divya Lal
For My Furried Friends
Girl Scout Troop 940. Divya partnered with
Take Me Home Pet Rescue and Duck Team 6
to provide community education about the
importance of spaying and neutering pets. Divya
created educational materials to present at the
Juanita Craft Center to teach children over the span of a week
how to properly care for their pets. She provided their parents
with a certificate for a free spay/neuter procedure to help control
the homeless pet problem in South Dallas. Divya also developed
a new format that condensed teaching the same topics into a
day instead of a week. Her materials will be used again by Duck
Team 6 and her general information is available on YouTube.
Divya will graduate from Richland Collegiate High School in 2019.
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Sarah Lawson
PRIDE Court Resource Room
Girl Scout Troop 9448. Sarah collaborated
with PRIDE, (Positive Recovery Intensive Divert
Experience), a drug rehabilitation program for
adults charged with misdemeanor and/or felony
prostitution. Many of the women are picked
up off the street with no clothes or toiletries. Sarah and her
volunteers created awareness about this problem and collected
donations of clothing, toiletries and non-perishable food. They
then organized the two rooms and created a system to be used
for all of the donations, sorting the clothes and putting them in
labeled drawers, bins and racks. The rooms will be maintained
by the women in the program. Sarah will graduate from Skyline
High School in 2018.

Sydney Love
B3Xtreme Field Day
Girl Scout Troop 857. Sydney collaborated with
Wesley-Rankin to enhance their B3X seven week
summer enrichment camp. To strengthen the
anatomy/biology lessons related to the field day,
she visited each class beforehand to teach about
the benefits of fitness, major muscle groups, the importance
of a warmup/cool down routine and how to minimize injuries,
including concussion awareness. These concepts were
reinforced at the field day, as Sydney and her volunteers created
fun games and team races for the 200+ children. All of the
equipment used at the field day has been donated to WesleyRankin, along with instructions on how to replicate the day.
Sydney will graduate from Highland Park High School in 2020.

Timarie Luker
Redesigning a Sensory Room
Girl Scout Troop 3066. Timarie designed and
implemented a special needs classroom
for severely autistic students at Hughston
Elementary School in Plano ISD. The project
involved constructing a separate area that
students in kindergarten thru 5th grade could go to calm down
and rejuvenate during the school day. Timarie researched
special sensory issues associated with autistic children and
incorporated aspects into her design, including 3D materials.
She and her volunteers created a nautical themed room that
appeals to all the senses–sight, sound and touch. Timarie’s
design is being considered by other teachers in the Plano School
District to inspire ideas for future rooms in their schools. Timarie
will graduate from Plano East High School in 2020.

Annalis Mach
Recycling
Girl Scout Troop 940. Annalis’s project focused
on educating her community about the proper
way to dispose of and recycle household items.
Annalis partnered with her high school and
volunteers to organize an on-going battery
collection and disposal drive, which will be continued by the
AP Environmental Science club. She hosted a paint drive in
her neighborhood and collected over 100 cans of paint that
were then donated to her school’s theater department. Annalis
presented her project during her neighborhood’s National
Night Out and spoke to over 60 people, including City of Dallas
officials. She also created a blog to provide more information
about recycling and disposal of hazardous materials. Annalis will
graduate from Richardson High School in 2018.

Katelyn Mandich
Fresh Start for Healthy Lives
Girl Scout Juliette. Katelyn’s project addressed
poor eating habits and ways to resolve them
among elementary school aged children and
their parents. By participating in a Liberty
Elementary School ParentED meeting, having a
booth at the Luau at the school, and creating a website, Katelyn
was able to educate her audience on healthy eating habits. She
and her volunteers taught how to eat a balanced diet, which
grocery stores and restaurants have healthy eating options, how
to use organic growing methods and information about common
food additives. Her website will continue to educate others
about this issue going forward. Katelyn graduated from Flower
Mound High School in 2017.

Megan McAdams
All the World’s a Stage
Girl Scout Troop 3062. Megan capitalized on her
own love and involvement in community theatre
to create a club at her school. The school had no
theatre program, so she and her volunteers from
the Plano Children’s Theatre provided various
speakers to educate and train the roughly 40 club members.
They learned about the history of theatre and how to produce
and perform a play. Megan created a website with instructions
to continue the club next year. Additionally she worked with the
Head of the PISD Theatre Department, to learn the procedure to
order scripts through the district for next year’s club to perform.
Megan will graduate from Plano Academy High School in 2019.

Maddie McBride
Dream BIG!
Girl Scout Troop 3218. Maddie conducted camp
sessions for low-income girls at TR Hoover,
Promise House and Girls, Inc. Each session
focused on leadership, problem solving,
teamwork, creativity and jewelry making to
inspire girls to Dream BIG! Maddie and her volunteers also
interviewed 10 successful business women in Dallas and then
created a video featuring these interviews to show at each
camp. The video showcased these women as role models for
the girls to use relating to their future endeavors. The video is
available on YouTube and her website, where all ofher planning
materials can be used to replicate her program going forward.
Maddie will graduate from The Hockaday School in 2019.

Addison McCaffree
Cornerstone English as a Second
Language Project
Girl Scout Troop 8869. Addison created a
curriculum for an English as a Second Language
class to provide basic language and day to day
activity skills. The classes will teach basic English
words to enable the students to accomplish tasks such as buy
a car, have daily conversations in their business activities, and
even be more successful with job interviewing. The improved
language skills will also provide an avenue for advocacy and
a way to enrich the students’ lives, both emotionally and
economically. One Community Church will hold ESL classes
annually, using this curriculum, offering free classes to those
who can’t afford more formal training. Addison will graduate from
Prosper High School in 2019.

Erin McElhone
Bible Theater
Girl Scout Troop 1100. Erin collaborated with her
church, St. Thomas Aquinas,to create a new
learning model for kindergarten through 6th
grade Sunday School lessons. Bible Theater was
designed to engage students based in different
grades in a more interactive way, focusing on holding student’s
attention and making them excited to return each week for more
education. She and her volunteers used a similar class structure
in all classes, but adjusted the curriculum based on grade and
ability. The curriculum modifications were so successful that the
Religious Education Department has decided to incorporate all
of Erin’s instructional materials and methodology going forward.
Erin will graduate from Booker T. Washington High School for
Performing and Visual Arts in 2018.
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Riley McMinimy
Task Boxes for Stronger Education
Girl Scout Troop 1431X. Riley worked with the
Flower Mound High School Special Needs
Program to create new educational tools that
would better prepare students going into today’s
workforce. The existing boxes were outdated
and non-functional, as was the workspace where the students
met.Riley and her volunteers created and updated the boxes to
teach individual skills, such as filing and sorting, as well as fine
tuning motor skills that could be developed into assembly line
or manufacturing job skills. Riley also reorganized the classroom
and promoted more collaboration among the students to
encourage inclusiveness. The boxes will be maintained by the
school’s Special Needs Program. Riley will graduate from Flower
Mound High School in 2018.

Sydney Meler
Parish PAWSitive
Girl Scout Troop 8776. Sydney’s project focused
on the issue of bullying and how to address it
within a school environment. By working with
third grade students in the lower school at Parish,
she hoped to set standards for behavior early
which would then become the norm as the students matured.
She and her volunteers educated the students about the signs
and dangers of bullying, how to recognize bullying and how
to react in positive ways in bullying situations. The students
addressed different bullying scenarios and how they would
respond to each situation improving their conflict resolution
skills. Using her lessons and bullying scenario worksheets, the
school will continue the program annually. Sydney will graduate
from Parish Episcopal School in 2018.

Ariana Mendez
Camp Tonkawa Archery Program
Girl Scout Troop 656. Ariana collaborated with
Camp Tonkawa to build an archery program. She
and her volunteers built the new archery range,
the targets, and assembled the arrows. Ariana
got certified as a Level 1 archery instructor to
ensure that all of the supplies and materials she provided met
the required standards for an approved archery range. She also
created lessons plans which included the history of archery and
how Native American tribes from Texas used archery in their
everyday lives. Camp Tonkawa will maintain the archery range
using her teaching materials that explain the lesson plans and
how to set up the range and repair materials as needed. Ariana
will graduate from Plano West Senior High School in 2018.
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Lyric Menges
Kuddles for Kittens
Girl Scout Troop 1562. Lyric’s project filled a
critical need for Operation Kindness, a no kill
animal shelter. She and her volunteers produced
over 200 fleece blankets for newborn kittens
and puppies that are cared for at the shelter.
Lyric also created awareness about the shelter’s needs through
community presentations. She wrote and designed a brochure
to educate about Heartworm disease, how to protect pets, and
treatment options that will be distributed by Operation Kindness.
Going forward, the shelter’s volunteers will replenish their
newborn blanket supply as needed, using the video instructions
that were provided by Lyric. Lyric will graduate from IUniversity in
2018.

Megan Metry
Book Buddies
Girl Scout Troop 1562. Megan worked with
St. Andrew’s Methodist Church in Plano to
develop a Book Buddies program to improve
literacy among at-risk children. Her program’s
goal was to provide books and reading time
to the children whose parents were at the Seven Loaves food
pantry at the church. She and her volunteers educated the
community about this new program, collected donated books,
and then categorized and placed the books on new bookshelves
they provided. The program will continue at the church with
commitments from several schools to run annual book drives
using the reference materials Megan created to maintain the
program. Megan will graduate from Bishop Lynch High School in
2018.

Madison Milton
Kyle’s Place
Girl Scout Troop 3838. Madison collaborated
with Journey to Dream(JTD), an organization that
supports the growing population of homeless
teens in Denton County. She educated her
community using social media, visuals at her
school, videos and presentations to assist JTD in opening Kyle’s
Place, the only homeless shelter in Denton County for youth
ages 14-18. Her education resulted in over $3000 worth of new
clothes, hygienic supply totes, 100 “go-bags”, and a new shelving
system for the shelter to store the donated supplies. Through
the network she created, supplies will continue to be donated
and placed in the reorganized closet. Madison will graduate from
Flower Mound High School in 2019.

Taylor Neel
A Home Away From Home

Grace Olson
Wesley Rankin Book Club

Girl Scout Troop 8565. Taylor collaborated with
Dec My Room, an organization whose vision
is to enhance the lives of children admitted to
a hospital for a prolonged time. Taylor chose
to focus on the siblings of these patients by
creating a fun common room at Children’s Medical Center of
Dallas. She and her volunteers provided a library with over 800
books, games, coloring materials and even adult coloring books.
The room will offer the siblings activities to keep them occupied
while their family member is receiving medical treatment. The
organization will continue to replenish supplies as needed using
items Taylor donated. Taylor will graduate from Plano West
Senior High School in 2018.

Girl Scout Troop 8776. Grace worked with Wesley
Rankin Community Center, an organization that
emphasizes math and reading enrichment for
West Dallas students. She created a yearlong
book club to encourage 4th and 5th grade
students to improve their literacy and reading comprehension.
Over the year, the book club read 5 books and 1 short story,
using reading comprehension questions and activities that she
developed to go along with each book. She and her volunteers
worked with different groups depending on their reading levels
to facilitate discussion. All of her discussion questions and
activities, along with the books have been left at the Center to
be used in the future. Grace will graduate from The Hockaday
School in 2018.

Kaitlyn Ng
Wrapped in Love
Girl Scout Troop 1614. Kaitlyn collaborated with
Children’s Health to provide a sense of comfort to
children and parents in an unfamiliar place. She
and her volunteers created craft bags and busy
books,and collected toys and dental supplies
for the families to help relieve their stress while at the hospital.
She also held workshops to teach how to make no-sew fleece
blankets which were then donated to patients. Kaitlyn developed
a website with explanations on how to make the crafts, books
and blankets with a link to the hospital for easy continued
donations. Kaitlyn will graduate from Plano West Senior High
School in 2018.

Emily Nguyen
Bundled Up
Girl Scout Troop 656. Emily’s project benefited
children requiring overnight treatment at
Children’s Medical Center in Plano. These children
are often battling through a difficult time in their
lives, doing so in a foreign and unfamiliar place
away from home. To bring comfort to these children, Emily
and her volunteers fashioned 20 fleece blankets, designed a
variety of themed activity books with fun arts and crafts, and
origami activities to engage the children. Altogether she and
her volunteers created over 100 books for the children. Emily
provided the hospital with her books on a CD so that additional
materials can be printed as needed. Emily will graduate from
Plano West High School in 2018.

Ana Parigi
Making an IMPACT
Girl Scout Troop 8539. Ana collaborated with
Holy Trinity Catholic School to teach students
and families about concussion awareness. She
worked with the school’s coach to administer the
imPACT test, a baseline concussion evaluation,
to 40 student athletes in the Dallas Parochial League(DPL).
She and her volunteers educated students and their parents
during Parent Night, as well as three other groups of student
athletes and their coaches, using a PowerPoint and concussion
awareness brochure she developed. Ana’s YouTube video about
concussion awareness was posted on the DPL website and the
League will continue to promote this issue using Ana’s materials.
Ana will graduate from Ursuline Academy of Dallas in 2018.

Jennifer Park
Mental Health and Art Therapy
Girl Scout Troop 3838. Jennifer’s project
addressed mental health issues and the use
of art therapy to treat it. Working with Youth
and Family Counseling, she and her volunteers
updated the art therapy room by sanding and
repainting the art table, creating a tree of color with leaves,
and adding a new set of art blocks. Color represents the wide
spectrum of emotion and is a way for kids to describe their
feelings. Jennifer also gathered art supplies and painted a large
canvass of smaller paintings for the Youth and Family Counseling
offices. A video to provide awareness about mental health and
the benefits of art therapy was posted on social media. Jennifer
will graduate from Flower Mound High School in 2019.
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Neelam Patel
Cultural Arts and Crafts
Girl Scout Troop 2046. Neelam created a weekly
summer club for kids in her community that
provided educational opportunities to learn about
their culture. Each meeting focused on a specific
topic, explaining its significance and history. She
and her volunteers then worked with the kids to make a craft to
reinforce their learning of that particular custom or holiday. The
activities helped the kids identity who they are and their family’s
cultural heritage. The club also gave the kids a chance to meet
others from similar backgrounds and make new friends. The
board at the community center will be continuing this project
going forward. Neelam will graduate from Uplift North Hills
Preparatory in 2018.

Elizabeth Paulos
Foot Care for Homeless
Girl Scout 137. Elizabeth’s project focused on the
homeless in Denton County by providing foot
care to this marginalized community. Working
with the Monsignor King Outreach Center,
she and her volunteers held an event for the
homeless to have their feet washed, toenails clipped, and a
health care assessment provided by a medical professional.
After the foot care, people received socks, a snack bag, water,
a washcloth, and soap. Elizabeth also educated people on the
needs of the homeless and how to offer help. The foot care
event will be continued using the how-to manual she wrote that
has been shared with other faith-based communities in North
Texas. Elizabeth graduated from Liberty Christian School in 2017.

Lindsey Perry
Butterfly Garden
Girl Scout Troop 398. Lindsey collaborated with
Reed Elementary to design and build a school
garden. The school wanted an outside learning
area, so Lindsey laid out where the garden would
be placed and then worked with volunteers and
students to construct the garden. She and her volunteers then
taught the students how to plant, use compost materials, the
importance of certain bugs to the success of the plants, and the
life cycle of a butterfly from caterpillars to butterflies. The garden
will be maintained by the staff, PTA members, and students
who will care for it and build curriculum around it. Lindsey will
graduate from McKinney North High School in 2018.
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Kinsey Pickering
Color Guard Recruitment for Garland
ISD
Girl Scout Troop 2225. Kinsey’s project addressed
the decreasing numbers of participants in the
Garland ISD extra-curricular programs. As a color
guard member, she hoped to grow the number
of girls who participate. Recognizing that lack of information at
the middle school level was part of the problem, she and her
volunteers held camps to educate the middle schoolers about
color guard, how to spin, the time involved, and information
about tryouts and clinics. Two color guard squads increased
their size due to her efforts. The color guard director will
continue her camps and use videos posted on YouTube for
reference materials. Kinsey will graduate from Sachse High
School in 2019.

Aayushi Pramanik
Youth Empowerment: Safety and SelfDefense
Girl Scout Troop 512. Aayushi wanted to empower
youth in her community to feel safe during
potential threats from strangers or community
conflicts. To accomplish this goal, she held three
self-defense classes sponsored by the martial arts studio Gracie
Gym. At the classes, the youth learned basic self-defense skills
and moves which they could use in practical settings when they
felt threatened. The Plano Police Department also educated the
youth about stranger awareness. She created a website with
general information and a public forum where youth can voice
their concerns, opinions, and ideas. The self-defense classes will
continue at Gracie Gym moving forward. Aayushi graduated from
Plano West Senior Highs School in 2017.

Elizabeth Puentes
Clothing Closet
Girl Scout Troop 777. Elizabeth collaborated
with the Salvation Army Community Center
to renovate and restock their clothes closet.
Working with her volunteers, she educated
people about the organization and how to help.
She sought donations of various types of clothing, including
basic necessities, interview clothing, prom dresses, and shoes
to fill the closet. She sorted, cleaned, repaired, inventoried
and relocated all of the items using new mobile clothing
racks and hangars she purchased. The closet now provides
the Community Center with an accessible way to serve their
clients’ needs. The Community Center will maintain the closet
and continue to accept donations from groups that Elizabeth
contacted. Elizabeth will graduate from Plano East Senior High
School in 2018.

Jessica Quinn
Arduino Advanced Workshop–Simple
Moving Vehicle
Girl Scout Troop 8550. Jessica created a hands on
workshop focusing on how simple code allows
IoT (Internet of Things) to impact our daily lives.
Jessica taught the seminar participants to code
a mobile application on an Android phone to communicate with
a robotic car which would move using either button or voice
commands. Jessica created the workshop as part of a series
sponsored by AT&T ERG OASIS and held at the Plano Public
library. The workshop focused on STEM using multiple devices to
improve participants’ knowledge of coding. The workshop was
so successful and well received by the Plano Community that
AT&T will continue future use of Jessica’s workshop. Jessica will
graduate from Allen High School in 2020.

Jillian Rash
Women’s Heart Health
Girl Scout Troop 3838. Jillian’s project was
aimed at raising awareness for women’s heart
health throughout her community. One in three
American women die of heart disease, so
lowering a women’s risk of this disease is crucial.
Jillian addressed heart disease risk factors, tips on how to be
heart healthy, and understanding heart attack symptoms in
women. She donated an automatic external defibrillator (AED)
and cabinet to Twin Coves Park on Lake Grapevine in Flower
Mound. She and her volunteers also hosted AED/CPR/First Aid
certification classes where 90 people were certified, including
four park members. The classes were so popular that Flower
Mound will continue to offer them annually. Jillian will graduate
from Flower Mound High School in 2019.

Ishita Rastogi
Steps to Success
Girl Scout Troop 3544. Ishita’s project addressed
the issue of updating the atrium steps of Lee
Elementary to make the space a usable and
welcoming area for students. Ishita tackled
this problem by painting the steps and adding
inspirational school mottos and quotes. Her volunteers included
many of the elementary school students who helped with the
painting and design. The quotes on the staircase along with
the bright paint will inspire the students at Lee Elementary. The
renovated steps provide an opportunity to learn in a different
outdoor environment which school administrators have
confirmed to Ishita are being enjoyed by the students during
lunch and classes. Ishita will graduate from Coppell High School
in 2019.

Caroline Ratley
North Texas Performing Arts Family
Program
Girl Scout Troop 2067. Caroline collaborated
with North Texas Performing Arts (NTPA) to
create a Family Program. Using the Plano
Children’s Theatre as a pilot, she built a “family”
of experienced students to mentor and give support to the
new students and their families, as they participated in various
theatre productions. She and her volunteers used team building,
FAQs, and a list of Theatre Vocabulary to acclimate the new
students and make them more comfortable and welcome.
Family Program boxes for all 5 theatre programs in the NTPA have
been distributed and the program has resulted in less student
turnover and more successful productions. Caroline graduated
from Plano West Senior High School in 2017.

Lauren Reese
Austin Street Shelter Communication
Center
Girl Scout Troop 519. Lauren’s project was aimed
towards those who are new to homelessness
and their need for assistance navigating the
Austin Street Shelter. Using her familiarity as a
Teen Board member for the Shelter, Lauren and her volunteers
created a communication center to distribute useful information
to the clients. The information leads to resources like the
Veteran’s Administration, education facilities, various hotlines,
or rehab centers. The Communication Center also provides all
of the information in an organized, friendly manner, helping the
Austin Street Shelter keep their clients better informed. The Teen
Board will update the Communication Center monthly. Lauren
will graduate from Bishop Lynch High School in 2019.

Jasmine Romero
ESL for Kids
Girl Scout Troop 9000. Jasmine collaborated
with Love is Ministry, an organization that
helps refuges successfully integrate into the
community and become self-sufficient. She
worked with the children of this organization
during the summer to improve their English language skills.
Using cartoons with closed captioning on the screen, books,
and encouraging conversation, she and her volunteers practiced
the art of verbal communication. They also used word games
like Hangman and Bingo to stimulate learning and improve selfexpression. The program will be continued next summer using
her planning materials. Jasmine graduated from a Home School
program in 2017.
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Grace Rouse
Culture Pride!
Girl Scout Troop 3352. Grace chose to learn
more about her Chinese heritage by focusing
on Chinese cultural activities such as dragon
boat racing and the Chinese Zodiac calendar.
Her goal was to create more awareness and
understanding related to her culture. She researched and
designed a flier about dragon boat racing and then spoke to
over 600 people at the annual Dragon Boat, Kite, and Lantern
Festival. She then partnered with the Crow Collection of Asian
Art at their annual Chinese New Year Festival where she and
her volunteers helped over 400 children make Year of the Dog
masks and taught adults about the Chinese Zodiac. Going
forward, her materials will be used at these annual events. Grace
will graduate from Richardson High School in 2019.

Hannah Ryan
Guatemala Music Room
Girl Scout Troop 8539. Hannah designed and
decorated a music room for the at-risk children
at the community center in Chimaltenango,
Guatemala. She and her volunteers gathered
instruments,music books, and instructions for
playing the instruments as a way to encourage the children to
begin their musical education. While she was at the center in
Guatemala, she put together activities for the children to create
their own instruments to introduce them to the new music
room. She also worked with the teachers on ways to incorporate
the music room into everyday activities. The WOW club at
Ursuline will continue to support the center and the music room
going forward. Hannah will graduate from Ursuline Academy of
Dallas in 2018.

Erin Schlossstein
Summer Concert Series
Girl Scout Troop 8668. Erin used her love of
music to address the communication barriers
between generations and the lack of music in
retirement homes. Working with the Cottonwood
Creek Healthcare Community in Richardson,
she and volunteers from her high school orchestra performed
solos and ensembles during a Summer Concert Series for the
guests at the facility. After the performances, “Meet the Artist”
events were held to encourage bonding through music between
the generations. She also donated a CD library with stereos so
that music would be available to the residents. The J.J. Pearce
orchestra will host performances several times a year going
forward. Erin will graduate from J.J. Pearce High School in 2019.
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Anna Schmitz
Please Don’t Litter
Girl Scout Troop 770. Anna partnered with
Halteman’s Haven, a cat rescue organization,
to provide education and encourage adoption.
Anna created a PowerPoint to teach students
about the importance of proper animal care,
spay and neutering. She spoke at Sunnyvale Elementary School,
addressing 150 students, and provided them with an educational
word search puzzle and a flyer for their parents. Anna also
created an educational brochure for distribution at adoption
events. She and her volunteers worked at 15 area adoption
events, showing the cats and kittens to people while providing
information about adoption. Anna also created a YouTube video
about cat overpopulation. Halteman’s Haven will continue to use
Anna’s materials. Anna will graduate from JJ Pearce High School
in 2018.

Allison Schultz
University Park Fire Department
Safety Education in Highland Park
ISD Firefighter Physical Fitness and
Wellness
Girl Scout Troop 3211. Allison collaborated with
the University Park Fire Department (UPFD) to meet goals
from their 2014 Strategic Plan. She wrote a physical fitness
and wellness policy for the UPFD. Allison also served as the
intermediary between the UPFD and Highland Park ISD to
implement a fire safety curriculum (Risk Watch) at all four
elementary schools within the district. Over 500 kindergarten
students learned how to stop, drop, and roll and what action
to take if a fire breaks out. Meeting these goals enabled the
UPFD to fulfill several requirements necessary to achieve state
and national best practices designations and accreditation. The
fire safety curriculum is now a permanent part of the HPISD
schedule each year. Allison graduated from Highland Park High
School in 2017.

Raiya Shah
Seed Revolution
Girl Scout Troop 144X. Raiya collaborated with
Metrocrest Services, an agency that helps
people find self-sufficiency and independence.
Her project provided accessibility to fresh herbs
through Metrocrest’s food pantry. She and her
volunteers grew cilantro and basil in small pots to be distributed
to the agency’s clients. She educated the clients about the
benefits of fresh herbs, how to care for, harvest and regenerate
them, and included recipes that used the herbs. Raiya also
created a brochure and YouTube video which will be used by
Metrocrest to continue her seed revolution. The information is
posted on their webpage, as well as Girl Scouts of the USA’s
Instagram account. Raiya will graduate from Hebron High School
in 2019.

Anna Slovak
Cheer and Tumbling Program
Girl Scout Troop 1811. Anna wanted to share her
love of gymnastics and cheerleading. To accomplish this goal, she planned and implemented
cheer and tumbling classes at the Ennis Boys
and Girls Club. She and her volunteers taught
the children cheer and basic tumbling skills, along with discipline and team building. She educated people about her Gold
Award project and accepted donations as they took photographs
of the bluebonnets on her family’s property during the Ennis
Bluebonnet Festival. She then used the donations to purchase
gymnastics equipment, including mats, wedges, balls, and built
a storage container for the facility. Her project will be continued
by the local cheerleaders using her cheer and tumbling manual
and demonstration videos. Anna will graduate from Ennis High
School in 2019.

Payton Small
The Giving Closet
Girl Scout Troop 1559. Payton collaborated with
the Methodist Hospital of Richardson to support
the homeless patients served in their behavioral
health unit. Patients arrive at this facility with little
to no clothing and the hospital must ensure that
they are clothed properly before they can be discharged. Payton
and her volunteers created a campaign to procure the necessary
clothing by educating the community using social media and
television. She then expanded and organized the storage closet,
providing a full inventory of needed clothing. Payton trained the
National Charity League of Richardson, who have committed to
maintaining the closet monthly and holding two annual clothing
drives. Payton will graduate from Rowlett High School in 2018.

Lauren Smith
Special Events for Special Kids
Girl Scout Troop 8515. Lauren wanted to celebrate students with special needs and build
relationships to promote inclusivity at McMillen
High School in Plano ISD and her church. Special needs individuals tend not to always join in
scheduled social events. To encourage more participation, she
and her volunteers planned and implemented several parties.
Special needs students were paired with general education
students to create relationships, which helped raise awareness
and understanding. The program promoted more compassion
between the students and higher confidence and acceptance.
The special education coaches at the school will continue the
program using Lauren’s how-to manual as a guide. Lauren will
graduate from Plano East Senior High School in 2019.

Emma Socolich
Richardson High School Food Pantry
Girl Scout Troop 940. Emma identified a critical
need for a food pantry at her former high school
where roughly half of the students are economically disadvantaged. She worked with her school
counselor to obtain permission for the pantry
and secure a location in the counseling office. Emma and her
volunteers cleared two floor to ceiling bookshelves and sewed
curtains to cover the shelves. She organized a food drive at area
schools and in her neighborhood to stock the pantry. Emma
designed a website to advertise the pantry and also included
a list of requested donations and recipe cards for meals made
with pantry foods. The pantry will be maintained by the school
counselors and community organizations. Emma will graduate
from Hinsdale Central High School in 2019.

Kaitlynn Soo
Broadcast Journalism Club
Girl Scout Troop 8869. Kaitlynn founded a
school Broadcast Journalism Club to give
girls the opportunity to experience a variety
of broadcast options related to the fields of
communications and film. By adding to the
already existing school newspaper class, girls were able to work
with technology and production processes used in various
careers in communications. She and her volunteers produced
their own segments on sports events, school functions, the 9/11
observance and graduation as they learned how to livestream
and report. The club will be continued by the school and the
officers Kaitlynn has put in place. Kaitlynn will graduate from
Ursuline Academy of Dallas in 2019.

Savana Spitz
Calming Boxes and Bottles
Girl Scout Juliette. Savana created 50 calming boxes and 100 calming bottles for kids with
physical and mental disabilities at the Rise
School of Dallas and Dallas Academy. These
tools help kids with special needs control their
emotions in a quiet and independent way, ultimately affecting
their future and those around them. She and her volunteers, on
a learning service day, built the calming boxes which included a
sensory cube, colored rods and color matching jar, bead counter
with corresponding counting cards, velcro building mini cubes
and a calming bottle. Her “how-to” video posted on YouTube explains the use of these materials and how to replicate them for
additional schools. Savana will graduate from Ursuline Academy
of Dallas in 2018.
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Davyani Srivastava
From Notebook to Notebook
Girl Scout Troop 2049. Davyani collaborated
with afterschool facilities in Irving and Carrollton
Farmer’s Branch ISD to create STEM-based
programming for at-risk children in kindergarten
through 5th grade. Her curriculum focused not
only on STEM, but built confidence in the children’s learning
abilities. She and her volunteers used fun activities on topics
such as math, weather, chemical reactions, fire and the science
of ice cream to stimulate an appreciation for learning. By the end
of her program, results on test scores and report cards had risen
significantly. All of the activity plans and how to use them have
been given to the facilities to continue weekly. Davyani graduated
from North Hills Preparatory in 2017.

Emily Stein
Books and Benefits in the Dallas
Community
Girl Scout Troop 92. Emily created a library for at
risk students at the Arlington Park and Recreation
Center. Emily spoke to people about her idea
and received donations of books, which with her
team of volunteers were then sorted, categorized and shelved at
the library. She also created a book club at the center, where she
worked with kids in kindergarten through 5th grade weekly. She
read the kids a book and then led a discussion to further their
reading comprehension and promote the new library resources.
The librarian at the Center will maintain the library and pattern
a book club after the one that Emily began. Emily will graduate
from The Hockaday School in 2018.

Maggie Stein
Tell Your Story
Girl Scout 92. Maggie created a memory book
for the residents of the Waterford Retirement
Home in Mesquite, TX. The book told the stories
of many of the residents, giving friends and
family a way to document these stories before
they are lost. It also provided a way to bring to light a community
that is often forgotten and celebrate their lives. Maggie and her
volunteers conducted interviews and took pictures of each
participant. The stories were then compiled into a digital and
physical book. She created a club called “Tell Your Story”at her
school, which will continue working with the facility and adding
to the book as new residents arrive. Maggie graduated from The
Hockaday School in 2017.
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Hannah Stephens
Crocheting for the Less Fortunate
Girl Scout Troop 2244. Hannah planned and
implemented over eight workshops to teach
people how to crochet. Through the workshops,
the participants learned a vanishing art form,
while experiencing the therapeutic side of
crocheting. The classes focused on teaching how to make
scarves and hats, which were then donated to the homeless
in the city of Dallas, through the Dallas Life Foundation. Hannah
also created instructions and videos that demonstrate how to
crochet for organizations to continue promoting her project.
Hannah will graduate from Cedar Hill Collegiate High School
in 2018.

Vaishnavi Sukumar
Games for Kids
Girl Scout Troop 656. Vaishnavi worked with
Hope’s Door, an agency that helps families
recover from domestic violence. Many times
while the parents are in therapy sessions, the
kids don’t have anything to do. To help solve this
problem she and her volunteers made games that the kids could
play while they were waiting. The games each had a theme
such as math skills with multiplication, division, additional and
subtraction or language skills with synonyms. Others included
a variation of charades to practice imaginative skills or critical
thinking to create strategies to win. Hope’s Door will maintain the
games using the instructions and materials Vaishnavi provided.
Vaishnavi will graduate from Plano East Senior High School in
2018.

Andreana Tabacco
The LV Project Promotional Video
Series
Girl Scout Troop 9500. Drowning is the second
leading cause of death among children 14 and
younger, and the fifth overall. The worst part is
that in most cases, incidents of drowning are
100% preventable. Andreana partnered with The LV Project, a
non-profit organization that that works to prevent drowning;
to use her skills as a filmmaker to capture the stories of Dana
Gage and Kaitlyn Wages, two women who lost their sons to
drowning.By giving these women a digital platform on the LV
Project website and on channels such as Instagram, Twitter and
YouTube, her film helped to educate people about the risks and
prevention of drowning, hopefully saving lives in the process.
Andreana will graduate from Centennial High School in 2018.

Bunsri Trivedi
Eye Can Help
Girl Scout Troop 2049. Bunsri’s project centered
on eye care in third world countries. She
educated people about the lack of resources
and medical eye care available for residents.
Even something that we in this country take
for granted, like a pair of eye glasses, aren’t available in third
world countries. Bunsri encouraged people to donate their no
longer used eye glasses to be shipped to a medical school for
distribution in a third world country. Almost 200 pairs of glasses
were delivered to the medical school. A school club that focuses
on different community outreach programs will continue her
project. Bunsri graduated from North Hills Preparatory in 2017.

Ashley Van Ausdale
Outdoor Education -Picnic Tables
Girl Scout Troop 2673. Ashley built and decorated
picnic tables for the elementary school at Village
Tech Schools. The tables provided a different type
of learning style for the students in an outdoor
environment. She and her volunteers decorated
the tables with various academic themes. The themes ranged from
the water cycle, numbers for math, the alphabet for English, regions
of Texas for social studies, and the last table was painted by the
students as an art project. The tables will be maintained by the
school and Ashley’s how-to binder. When the school moves, Ashley
received assurances that the tables would be moved as well. Ashley
will graduate from Village Tech Schools in 2018.

Allison Walters
Trumpet Camp 2017
Girl Scout Troop 350. Allison collaborated with
Trumpets4Kids, a non-profit organization that
provides instruments and musical instruction to
underprivileged youth in the Dallas area. She and
her volunteers organized and hosted a summer
camp to introduce young students to the trumpet and teach
them basic music skills. They shared their love of music with
the students as they taught rhythmic skills, music theory, and
new songs. The camp concluded with a concert for families
and friends. She also created a YouTube video about the camp
and the benefits of learning to play a musical instrument. The
summer camp will be continued by Trumpets4Kids using
Allison’s detailed instructions. Allison will graduate from Highland
Park High School in 2018.

Mabry Webb
St. Phillip and St. Augustine Science
Fair
Girl Scout Troop 1562. Mabry formed a
Science Club at a locally underserved school
in her diocese. The purpose of the club was to
encourage an early interest in STEM fields by
creating a Science Fair. She and her volunteers gave the students
access to hands-on and exciting applications of science, as
they worked on their Science Fair projects. A Science Fair was
held and the projects were judged. The students gained a
more positive attitude about STEM and a working knowledge of
scientific method. Mabry’s how-to manual, as well as donations
to the school’s science program, will continue the Science Club
and Fair. Mabry will graduate from Bishop Lynch High School in
2018.

Eva Weimer
Play Nice!
Girl Scout Troop 8638. Eva partnered with
two Title 1 schools in Plano ISD, Jackson and
Weatherford, to enhance their playgrounds. She
and her volunteers created a safe, fun place for
the students to play and develop their social
skills by painting games like hopscotch and 4-square. Having
experienced bullying herself, Eva wanted to encourage these
students to play nice, rather than bullying someone during
recess time. The school PE coaches have incorporated these
games into the lessons, which will help students learn at a
young age appropriate skills, like how to take turns and share.
The schools will maintain the game areas and use them every
day. Eva graduated from Plano Senior High School in 2017.

Michelle Wen
Imaginative Space for Children
Girl Scout Troop 156. Michelle collaborated
with the Cumberland Presbyterian Children’s
home to give the residents a creative space
to express themselves and learn. She and her
volunteers renovated the large space, sorting and
inventorying materials, replacing the flooring, painting the room,
and organizing the art closet. In addition, Michelle created an
art curriculum of over 30 STEM related projects for the children
to explore and think outside the box. The space can now also
be used by the Denton community as a meeting location. The
facility will maintain the space and students from Michelle’s
school have committed to working with the school in various
academic areas. Michelle will graduate from Texas Academy of
Math and Science in 2018.
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Grace Wessels
Inclusiveness
Girl Scout Troop 3838. Grace’s project promoted
inclusiveness of the disabled community through
social media and outreach. Grace worked
with Ainsley’s Angels, a nonprofit organization
that helps disabled people participate in long
distance races. She was able to donate a Freedom running chair
to Ainsley’s Angels and started a Facebook page to promote
inclusiveness. Grace also went to local elementary schools and
read the book “Born an Angel” to 1st and 2nd grade students,
familiarizing the students both with the concept of inclusiveness
and with the running chair. She donated 14 copies of the book to
local schools and libraries to continue creating awareness about
the organization. Grace will graduate from Flower Mound High
School in 2019.

Natalie Westbrook
The “My Possibilities” Cookbook –
Soups, Sides, and Appetizers Sections
Girl Scout Troop 8998. Natalie worked with
My Possibilities, an organization that provides
vocational education for adults with intellectual
and developmental disabilities to design and
create a section of a family cookbook that will benefit the school
and its students. Natalie solicited recipes from the families and
friends of the school’s students. With her volunteers, she then
tested the recipes, formatted and printed them for the school.
My Possibilities will compile the recipes into a cookbook that
will be sold by the school to raise funds for their programs.
She also created a YouTube video to educate the public about
My Possibilities and their mission. Natalie will graduate from JJ
Pearce High School in 2019.

Tristen White
Petals of Love
GirlScout Troop 6874. Tristen collaborated with
several special needs programs to design and
create bibs. The adult and teen sized bibs were
intended to help individuals who are unable to
control drooling or eating mishaps. Through her
research, she recognized that larger and affordable bibs to meet
this need did not exist. She and her volunteers ran a towel drive,
then experimented to determine the best pattern to make the
bibs. Several sewing classes were held in the community to
produce the bibs and then delivered to Red Oak ISD, Mesquite
ISD and the Red Oak Rehab facility. The Red Oak FCCLA will
continue this project using Tristen’s instruction materials. Tristen
will graduate from Red Oak High School in 2019.
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Alisa Wyant
Tureko Springs Dance Camp
Girl Scout Troop 8998. Alisa used her love of
dance to plan and implement a dance camp for
boys and girls at the Tureko Springs Apartment
Complex. She and her volunteers taught the
children in this low income area about dance
movement and the importance of stretching. They practiced
dance moves and how to count while learning two dances
created by Alisa. The participants were able to go home and
continue their enjoyment of dance using the steps they had
been taught. Alisa created a “how-to” book for her church and
drill team to use to replicate the camp next summer. Alisa will
graduate from J.J. Pearce High School in 2019.

Jadra Young
Be Wise, Get Organized
Girl Scout Troop 1906. Jadra collaborated with
New Mount Zion Baptist Church Life Center to
completely reorganize the storage space that the
Daycare Center and several church Auxiliaries
shared. The space housed props, costumes,
backdrops and children’s equipment. Jadra and her volunteers
moved and sorted items, determining what should stay and
go. Then with the help of Home Depot, shelves and storage
containers were built and placed in the newly empty room.
She also had a Home Depot workshop to teach others how to
organize their own locations. The church now has a completely
functional room, which will be maintained by various church
employees. Jadra will graduate from Richardson High School in
2018..

Anna Zellman
After School Reading Program at
Fretz Park
Girl Scout Troop 8998. Anna combined her love
of reading and story-telling to create a program
designed for elementary school children at
the Fretz Park After School program in Dallas.
Sparking an interest in reading and creativity was her primary
focus. Twice a month for almost a year, she read to between
10 and 15 students from books she selected. Anna and her
volunteers created themed crafts and activities to accompany
each book which they facilitated with the children. At the
conclusion of her project, Anna presented the program’s staff
with a detailed syllabus of her project so that it can be repeated
with a group of new students. Anna will graduate from JJ Pearce
High School in 2019.

Kershin Zhuang
Books for Brighter Futures
Girl Scout Troop 1614. Kershin worked with the
Plano Family Literacy Center (PFL) to address
economic hardship among Plano immigrant
families by encouraging improvements in English
speaking and financial skills. To accomplish
this task, she led her peers from all 3 Plano high schools and
students from Rice Middle School in writing and illustrating
over 120 original children’s books. She also held a book drive
and donated over 400 books to the Center’s library. Kershin
created an explanation book that will serve as a guide for future
PFL students who are interested in creating their own books to
continue her literacy program. Kershin will graduate from Plano
West Senior High School in 2018.

Mallory Zinser
1 Seed + 2Hands = <3 Feeding Hungry
Hearts
Girl Scout Troop 2499. Mallory addressed the
issue of homelessness in her community and
the impact it has on people. She worked with
Frisco Family Service and adopted two plots in
their community garden to grow fresh organic vegetables to be
distributed by the food pantry. She also designed recipe books
for the food bank clients to demonstrate healthy foods and how
to use them. She and her volunteers hosted tasting parties and
detailed ways to help the homeless. The National Charity League
Preston Bluebonnet Chapter has taken over her two garden
plots and will continue to cultivate them going forward. Mallory
graduated from Plano West Senior High School in 2017.

The Betty Richardson
Girl Scout Gold Award Scholarship
Established in honor of former Tejas Council President Betty Richardson, the Girl Scout Gold Award Scholarship
was created to encourage girls to remain in Girl Scouting as well as to help girls reach their full potential as
women through higher education. It is funded by a grant from the GSNETX board.
To be eligible for the scholarship, the recipient must:
• Be registered with Girl Scouts of Northeast Texas and be an active member of the organization.
• Be a resident of Girl Scouts of Northeast Texas’ 32-county jurisdiction at the time of the award.
• Be a Girl Scout Gold Award recipient.
• Be a high school graduating senior.
• Be accepted into an accredited institution of higher learning.
The Betty Richardson Girl Scout Gold Award Scholarship selection committee takes into consideration the
applicant’s academic and GPA record in high school; participation in Girl Scouting; leadership experience;
extracurricular/community involvement/work experience; essay; and letters of recommendation.
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THANK
YOU!

for being a part of the

Girl Scouts of
Northeast Texas
community!

There are many ways to stay involved with
Girl Scouting as you continue your leadership journey.

Here are a few:
Join the Girl Scout Network on LinkedIn to connect with other alums nationwide, get updates on what Girl Scouts do today, take action on behalf of girls,
and promote girls’ and women’s empowerment, leadership, and advancement
in the world. Join now - bit.ly/gsnalum
Purchase the discounted Young Alum Girl Scout Network Lifetime Membership
for only $200. Transform leadership in action as you support and stay
connected to the largest leadership development organization for girls in the
world! Join as a lifetime member today and make an enduring pledge to believe
in the power of every G.I.R.L. (Go-getter, Innovator, Risk-taker, Leader)TM.
Become a volunteer! Add meaningful days to girls’ lives and to your own as
well. Share your personal passions and create experiences together that you’ll
never forget. Visit gsnetx.org/volunteer.

